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BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BLACK IS... 


2000 
NONFICTION 


The 2000 edition of Black Is... continues 
the Boston Public Library’s tradition of 
publishing a selected list of recent books 
concerning Blacks as part of its obser- 
vance of Black History Month in 
February of each year. 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


BLACK IS... 
CONTEMPORARY 
ISSUES & OPINIONS 


BECOMING DAD: Black Men and 
The Journey to Fatherhood by 
Leonard Pitts Jr. Breaking stereotypes. 
HO 56. P59. 1999x 


BLACK AND WHITE ON WALL 
STREET: The Untold Story of the 
Man Wrongly Accused of Bringing 
Down Kidder Peabody by Joseph Jett 
and Sabra Chartrand. 

HG 4928.5 .J48 1999 


BLACK GENIUS: African American 
Solutions to African American 
Problems edited by Walter Mosley et. 
al. From a forum, including articles by 
Spike Lee, bell hooks and Jocelyn 
Elders, M.D. E185.86 .B52556 1999 


THE BLACK PARENTING BOOK: 
Caring for Our Children in the First 
Five Years by Anne C. Beal, Allison 
Abner and Linda Villarosa. HQ769 
.B3455 1999 


BY THE COLOR OF OUR SKIN: 
The Illusion of Integration and the 
Reality of Race by Leonard Steinhorn 
and Barbara Diggs-Brown. Despite our 
efforts, Blacks and Whites still lead dif- 
ferent lives, why? E185.615.S7238 
1999 


| 


*CODE OF THE STREET: Decency, 
Violence, and theMoral Life of the 
Inner-City by Elijah Anderson. F158.9 
.N4 A52 1999 


COAL TO CREAM: A Black Man’s 
Journey Beyond Color to an 
Affirmation of Race by Eugene 
Robinson. When the author travels as 
a foreign correspondent, he discovers 
Brazil is not the “colored peoples’ 
promised land” he expected. 

F2659.A1 R58 1999 


THE GOOD BLACK: A True Story 
of Race in America by Paul M. Barrett. 
The book tells of the discrimination suit 
of a man who journeyed from the pro- 
jects to Harvard Law to the glass ceiling 
of a prominent law firm. KF 3464 
.B377 1999x 


NATURAL HEALTH FOR AFRICAN 
AMERICANS: The Physicians’ 
Guide by Marcellus Walker and 
Kenneth B. Singleton. A commonsense 
approach. RA448.5 .N4 W35 1999 


PLAIN TALK AND COMMON 
SENSE FROM THE BLACK 
AVENGER by Ken Hamblin. The con- 
servative radio personality’s take on 
American life. E855 .H36 1999 


RACE IN THE MIND OF AMERICA: 
Breaking the Vicious Circle Between 
Blacks and Whites by Paul L. Wachtel. 
E185.615 .W25 1999 


RACE MANNERS: Navigating the 
Minefield Between Black and White 
Americans by Bruce A. Jacobs. 
E185.615 .J297 1999 

Two theories to improve race relation- 
ships. 


RESPECT: An Exploration by Sara 
Lawrence-Lightfoot. Local author uses 
six examples to show how people should 
treat each other. BJ1533 .R4 L38 1999x 


SMART PARENTING FOR 
AFRICAN AMERICANS: Helping 
Your Kids Thrive in a Difficult World 
by Jeffrey Gardere. Takes an honest look 
at some of the major threats to black 
children— and presents parents with the 
tools to deal with them. HQ755.85.G366 
1999 


THE TIES THAT BIND: Timeless 
Values for African American Families 
by Joyce A. Ladner, Ph.D. A sociolo- 
gist’s look at reconnecting the black 
family by building confidence in chil- 
dren. E185.86 .L335 1998 


WHAT MAMA COULDN’T TELL 
US ABOUT LOVE: Healing the 
Emotional Legacy of Slavery, 
Celebrating Our Light by Brenda 
Richardson and Brenda Wade. What 
lessons about love and intimacy were 
passed down from your fore-mothers to 
you? E 185.86.R53 1999 


WHAT BROTHERS THINK, WHAT 
SISTAHS KNOW by Denene Millner 
and Nick Chiles. From the author of The 
Sistahs’ Rules. HQ801.M5753 1999 


BLACK IS... 
EXPRESSIONS 


THE AFRICA COOKBOOK: Tastes 
of a Continent by Jessica B. Harris. 
Part history, part travelogue, featuring 
over 200 recipes. TX725.A1 H284 1998 


ALMA W. THOMAS: A Retrospective 
of the Paintings by Alma Thomas. 
Essays on the noted Modernist with 


accompanying color plates. 
ND237.T5517 A4 1998 


*AS LAM: Young African American 
Women in a Critical Age by Julian 
Okwu. Personal vignettes and portraits 
of 36 accomplished women. 
E185.86.037 1999 
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COLLECTING AFRICAN AMERI- 
CAN ART: Works on Paper and 

Canvas by Halima Taha. An invaluable 
resource for both the new and seasoned 


collector as well as the curator. 
N6538.N5 T34 1998 


FINDING A PLACE CALLED 
HOME: A Guide to African-American 
Genealogy and Historical Identity by 
Dee Woodtor. E185.96.W69 1999 


GO GATOR AND MUDDY THE 
WATER: Writings by Zora Neale 
Hurston from the Federal Writers’ 
Project by Zora Neale Hurston. A re- 
covery of Hurston’s lost and neglected 
folklore pieces. GR111.A47 H84 1999 


THE GO ON GIRL! Book Club 
Guide for Reading Groups by 
Monique Greenwood, et al. Tips for 
starting and sustaining a literary circle. 
C66 dint 1451999 


HEARTLOVE: Wedding and Love 
Poems by Haki Madhubut. 
PS3563.A3397 H43 1998 


*HIP HOP AMERICA by Nelson 
George. An insider’s look at the history, 
the business and the culture. 
ML3531.G46 1998 


HOW TO BE: Contemporary 
Etiquette for African Americans by 
Harriette Cole. A resource for the 
empowerment of the upwardly mobile. 


BJ1837A37 C6541999 


* JAZZ PROFILES: The Spirit of the 
Nineties by Reginald Carver. Forty 
musicians: interviews, photographs and 
selected discographies. ML394.C37 
1998 


LABELLE CUISINE: Recipes to Sing 
About by Patti LaBelle. Soulful recipes 
mixed with spicy anecdotes and a dash 
of the eccentric. TX715.L127 1999 


MEN OF COLOR: Fashion, History, 
Fundamentals by Lloyd Boston. Photo 
essays of styles and stars through the 
20th century. E185.86 B637 1998 


MY ONE GOOD NERVE by Ruby 
Dee. Poems, essays and stories adapted 
from her one-woman show. 
PS3554.E3432 M9 1999 


THE NEW SOUL FOOD COOK- 
BOOK for People with Diabetes by - 
Fabiola Gaines and Roniece Weaver. 
RC662.G346 1999 


ON THE BUS WITH ROSA PARKS: 
Poems by Rita Dove. New poems by the 
former Poet Laureate. PS3554.0884 
O5241999 


TOUCHED BY GOD: America’s 
Black Gospel Greats Share their 
Stories of Finding God by Bobby 
Jones. Includes stories by Kirk Franklin, 
Shirley Caesar and Vickie Williams. 
ML385.J66 1998 


VICE: New and Selected Poems by Ai. 
*...burning rocks of racial and sexual 
lies. Her poems are frightening but nec- 


essary.” National Book Award winner 
Tor poetry. P53511,12,V353 1999 


BLACK IS... 
HISTORY 


AMERICAN BEACH: A Saga Of 
Race, Wealth, and Memory by Russ 
Rymer. MaVynee Betsch was a debu- 
tante and an opera diva born into aris- 
tocracy. Then she gave away her inhert- 
tance and now lives as a pauper near her 
ancestral home. Why? 

F319 .R96°1998x 


AND THE WALLS CAME TUM- 
BLING DOWN: Kentucky, Texas 
Western and the Game that Changed 
American Sports by Frank Fitzpatrick. 
March 19, 1966: Five African-Americans 
started for one team in the NCAA finals. 
They won. GV885.43 .US3F58 1999 


BELOVED SISTERS AND LOVING 
FRIENDS: Letters from Rebecca 
Primus of Royal Oak, Maryland, and 
Addie Brown of Hartford, Connecticut, 
1854-1868 by Farah Jasmine Griffin, ed. 
The friendship and courtship between two 
women from different backgrounds 
before and during the Civil War. 
F189.R69 P75 1999 


BRUSHING BACK JIM CROW: The 
Integration of Minor League Baseball 
in the American South by Bruce 
Adelson. It was not until twenty years 
after Jackie Robinson entered the majors 
that the minor leagues were fully integrat- 
ed. GV875.A1 A34 1999 


A CHANGE IS GONNA COME: 
Music, Race & the Soul of America by 
Craig Werner. ML3479.W47 1998 


THE CIVITAS ANTHOLOGY OF 
AFRICAN AMERICAN SLAVE NAR- 
RATIVES by William L. Andrews and 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., eds. Seven classic 
anti-slavery narratives of the antebellum 
period. E444.C44 1999 


*DENMARK VESEY: The Buried 
History of America’s Largest Slave 
Rebellion and the Man Who Led It by 
David Robertson. F279.C49 N473 1999 


THE FIRST BLACK ACTORS ON 
THE GREAT WHITE WAY by Susan 
Curtis. The first all black Broadway pro- 
duction opened to critical acclaim in 1917 
and closed within a month. PN2270.A35 
C87 1998 


FORBIDDEN FAIRWAYS: African 
Americans and the Game of Golf by 
Calvin H. Sinnette. From Joe Barthol- 
omew, who designed courses on which 
he could not play, and George Grant, 
who invented a golf tee, to the present. 
GV981 .S55 1998 


THE HAIRSTONS: An American 
Family in Black and White by Henry 
Wiencek. One family, two colors. From 
plantation life to the present day: two 
contrasting fortunes. E185.96 .W54 
1999 


HIDDEN IN PLAIN VIEW: A Secret 
Story of Quilts and the Underground 
Railroad by Jacqueline L. Tobin and 
Raymond G. Dobard. When a patchwork 
quilt was hung outside an abolitionist’s 
home, escaping slaves knew the coast 
was Clear. E450.T63 1999 


MANY THOUSANDS GONE: The 
First Two Centuries of Slavery in 
North America by Ira Berlin. Slavery 
before cotton plantations and the 
Christian church. E446 .B49 1998 


OUR KIND OF PEOPLE: Inside 
America’s Black Upper Class by 
Lawrence Otis Graham. E185.86 .G644 
1999 


THE RIGHT TO FIGHT: A History 
of African Americans in the Military 
by Gerald Astor. Begins with the Revo- 
lutionary War. UB418 A47 A84 1998 


TOO HEAVY A LOAD: Black 
Women in Defense of Themselves 
1894-1994 by Deborah G. White. The 
women’s clubs that merged to become 
the National Association of Colored 
Women. E185.86.W3875 1999x 


VOICE OVER: The Making of Black 
Radio by William Barlow. From nostal- 
gic fans of Jocko and George Woods to 


loyal listeners of surviving stations. 
PN1991.8 .A35B37 1999 


THE WRECK OF THE HENRIETTA 
MARIE: An African-American’s 
Spiritual Journey to Uncover a 
Sunken Slave Ship’s Past by Michael 
H. Cottman. F319 .K4C68 1999 


BLACK IS... 
INTERNATIONAL 


AFRICAN ROYAL COURT ART by 
Michele Coquet. Not just an art book, 
but also an examination of ceremonies, 
sovereignty and empires. 
N7391.65.C66613 1998 


THE BURDEN OF MEMORY, THE 
MUSE OF FORGIVENESS by Wole 
Soyinka. Can true reconciliation occur in 
Africa after years of repressed human 


and civil rights? Soyinka believes art is 
the answer. DT30.5 .S697 1999 


THE HEALING WISDOM OF 
AFRICA: Finding Life Purpose 
Through Nature, Ritual, and Com- 
munity by Malidoma Patrice Somé. 
Focuses on how the traditions of the 
Dagara, from West Africa, can enrich the 
lives of Westerners. BL2480.D3 S65 
1998 


THE HERO WITH AN AFRICAN 
FACE: Mythic Wisdom of Traditional 
Africa by Clyde W. Ford. Recounts 
many African stories, exploring their 
metaphors, symbols, and archetypal fig- 
ures. BL2400 .F67 1999 


KINSHIP: A Family’s Journey in 
Africa and America by Philippe E. 
Wamba. Interweaving memoir and his- 
tory, the author explores the gap betwe- 
en Africans and African-Americans, 
“bound by blood but living worlds 
apart”. E185.97.W1346 A3 1999 


SOUTH AFRICA: A Narrative 
History by Frank Welsh. From the 
arrival of Portuguese explorers in 1488 
to the Mandela presidency. DT1787 
.W45 1999 


VANISHING CULTURES OF 
SOUTH AFRICA by Peter Magubane. 
Examines the social customs, politics, 
religion, and artwork of ten major ethnic 
groups, with accompanying photos. 
GN656 .M34 1998 


WE WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT 
TOMORROW WE WILL BE 
KILLED WITH OUR FAMILIES: 
Stories from Rwanda by Philip 
Gourevitch. This National Book Critics 
Circle Award winner examines the cause 
and effect of the 1994 genocide of the 
Tutsis by the Hutus. DT450.435 .G68 
1998 


WHY THE COCKS FIGHT: Domin- 
icans, Haitians, and the Struggle for 
Hispaniola by Michele Wucker. 
Addresses current conflicts as well as 
the violent history of the past two cen- 
turies. F1938.25.H2 W83 1999 


BLACK IS... 
PERSONALITIES 


*ARETHA: From These Roots by 
Aretha Franklin and David Ritz. For the 
first time, the Queen of Soul tells her 
story. ML420.F778A3 1999 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MAR- 
TIN LUTHER KING, JR. Edited by 
Clayborne Carson. Extracted from 
King’s speeches and writings, this is a 
“religious and political autobiography 
rather than an exploration of his private 
life.” E185.97.KS5A52 1998 


BARBARA JORDAN: American 
Hero by Mary Beth Rogers. An inside 
look at a life of firsts including first 
black in the Texas senate and the first 
black keynote speaker at a national polit- 
ical convention. E840.8.J62R63 1998 


BACKBEAT: Earl Palmer’s Story by 
Tony Scherman. From Vaudeville to the 
present, personal history of a drummer 
who propelled hits by Little Richard, 
Fats Domino, Ike and Tina Turner and 
many others. ML419.P38 S34 1999 


BEFORE HIS TIME: The Untold 
Story of Harry T. Moore—America’s 
First Civil Rights Martyr by Ben 
Green. Fighting Jim Crow and police 
corruption in rural Florida, Moore paid 
with his life when a bomb was placed 
under his bed Christmas Day, 1951. 
E185.97.M79 G74 1999 


BLUE AS THE LAKE: A Personal 
Geography by Robert B. Stepto. As he 
relives his summers at the all-black 
resort at Idlewild, Michigan, the author 
also examines six generations of his 
family as they strived to find and make a 
home. E185.97.S818 A3 1998 


CATCHING DREAMS: My Life in 
the Negro Baseball Leagues by Paul 
Bauer and Frazier Robinson. A catcher’s 
view of the world of black baseball in 
the 1920’s through the early 1950’s. 
GV865.R596 A3 1999 


COME OUT THE WILDERNESS: 
Memoir of a Black Woman Artist by 
Estella Conwill Majozo. Following the 
author’s beginnings in the 1950’s segre- 
gated South through an abusive marriage 
to becoming an artist, cultural activist 
and the recipient of the first doctorate in 
African American literature. 
PS3563.A29827 Z465 1999 


FREEDOM’S CHILD: The Life of a 
Confederate General’s Black 
Daughter by Carrie Allen McCray. 
Publicly acknowledged and educated 
by her father, she became the acting 
president of Virginia Seminary, a leader 


in the NAACP and a lifelong activist for 
‘full freedom’ for Negroes. 
E185.97.A36M38 1998 


*GOT YOUR BACK: The Life of a 
Bodyguard in the Hardcore World of 
Gangsta Rap by Frank Alexander with 
Heidi Siegmund Cuda. Tupac’s main 
bodyguard tells what went down the 
night Tupac was murdered. 
ML420.S529A8 1998 


*GRAND CENTRAL WINTER: 
Stories from the Street by Caverly 
Stringer. Sometimes humorous, always 
poignant personal tales of the author’s 
struggle to survive on the streets of New 
York City. HV4506.N6 S77 1998 


GROOVIN’ HIGH: The Life of Dizzy 
Gillespie by Alyn Shipton. Popularly 
known for his stage antics and puffed- 
out cheeks, this biography reveals the 
intellectual who created bebop in the 
forties and the Afro-Latin sound in the 
eighties. ML419.G54S55 1999 


*HEAT: My Life On and Off the 
Diamond by Dwight Gooden with Bob 
Klapisch. Alcohol and drug addiction 
nearly ended the career of this Rookie of 


the Year and Cy Young award winner. 
GV865.G62A34 


IN THE GARDEN OF OUR 
DREAMS: Memoirs of a Marriage 

by Shirlee Taylor Haizlip and Harold C. 
Haizlip. A forty-year love affair that 
began as a blind date when she was at 
Wellesley and he was at Harvard. 
E185.96 .M174 1998 


*LADIES FIRST: Revelations from a 
Strong Woman by Queen Latifah with 
Karen Hunter. The rapper takes readers 
behind the scenes of her life, sharing her 
mistakes, heartbreaks and successes. 
HQ1206.L375 1999 


MANDELA: The Authorized 
Biography by Anthony Sampson. An 
unprecendented look at “a true profile in 
courage.” DT1974.S26 1999 


*NEFERTITI: Egypt’s Sun Queen by 
Joyce A. Tyldesley. She was the most 
influential woman in the Bronze Age 


until she vanished without a trace. 
DT87.45.T95 1999 


ON A POSITIVE NOTE: Her Joyous 
Faith, Her Life in Music, & Her 
Everyday Blessings by CeCe Winans 
with Renita Weems. The gospel super- 
star. ML420.W583 A3 1999x 


PLAYING FOR KEEPS: Michael 
Jordan and the World He Made by 
David Halberstam. The making of 
Michael - the image and the athlete. 
GV884.J67H35 1999 


*PROJECT GIRL by Janet McDonald. 
Considered a nerd in the projects, a 
“Project Girl” at Vassar; McDonald bat- 
tles heroin addiction and other problems 
before finding her real self. F128.9.N4 
M33 1999 


RAY CHARLES: Man and Music by 
Michael Lydon. Drug addict, womaniz- 
er, blind man, black man, musical 
visionary - his highs, his lows and his 
bittersweet old age. 

ML420.C46L93 1998 


REMINISCING IN TEMPO: A 
Portrait of Duke Ellington by Stuart 
Nicholson. A centennial celebration of 
his life and times through personal 
accounts from his wife, sister, son and 
associates. ML410.E44N53 1999 


*SHE GOT GAME: My Personal 
Odyssey by Cynthia Cooper. The two- 
time Most Valuable Player of the 
Women’s National Basketball 
Association. GV884.C63 A3 1999 


*STREET KINGDOM: Five Years 
Inside the Franklin Avenue Posse by 
Douglas Century. Rap culture and gang 
life on Brooklyn’s deadliest streets: the 
story of Big K. HV6439.U7 N436 1999 


TED POSTON: Pioneer American 
Journalist by Kathleen A. Hauke. The 
first black reporter to spend his career at 
a mainstream daily newspaper, Poston’s 
accomplishments include covering the 
retrial of the Scottsboro Boys. 
PN4874.P595 H38 1998 


TERRY MCMILLAN: The Unauthor- 
ized Biography by Diane Patrick. Life 
of the successful author who is credited 
for changing the publishing industry. 
PS3563.C3868 Z86 1999 


THEY CAN’T HIDE US ANYMORE 
by Richie Havens with Steve David- 
owitz. Reminiscences of the 60’s: all 
night hootenannies in Greenwich Village 
with Bob Dylan, the 1965 Newport folk 
Festival and Woodstock. 
ML420.H235A3 1999 


TO KEEP THE WATERS TROU- 
BLED: The Life of Ida B. Wells by 
Linda O. McMurry. Wells’ crusade 
against lynching and fierce struggle for 
equality in a society where blacks, 
women and especially black women had 
few rights. E185.97.W55 M38 1998 


WATCH ME FLY: What I Learned on 
the Way to Becoming the Woman I 
Was Meant to Be by Myrlie Evers- 
Williams with Melinda Blau. How a she- 
Itered young wife who was forced into 
single parenthood by an assassin’s bullet, 
completed her education, supported her 
family and became the chairwoman of 
the NAACP. E185.97.E95A3 1999 


WHITE IS A STATE OF MIND: A 
Memoir by Melba Pattillo Beals. One of 
the “Little Rock Nine’ tells of life after 
leaving Central High in her senior year 
when segregationists offered $10,000 for 
her death. LC214.23.L56B47 1999 





This selected list was compiled by: 


Kendall Brothers, General Library, Young Adult Services 


Marylou Coveney, Dudley Branch Library 


Joseph Fisher, Dudley Branch Library 


Jacqueline Hogan, Grove Hall Branch Library 


Janice Knight, Mattapan Branch Library 


Amy Manson, Chairperson, Connolly Branch Library 


Margaret Phillibert, General Library, Adult Services 


Amy Short, West Roxbury Branch Library 


Georgia Titonis, South End Branch Library 





Cover illustration: “Poet in Paris” by Larry Azim 
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